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I would like to take this opportunity to introduce the Synod Mission in Transition Team 

(MITT).  The     Mission in Transition Team seeks to give the spiritual leadership and pas-

toral care necessary for the growth, development and welfare of Christ's holy church during 

this time of pastoral transition.  These Synod teams consist of a Synod representative, a Pas-

tor (formerly known as a Vacancy Pastor) and a male and female lay leader.  The Team as-

sembled for St. Timothy's consists of Synod representative Pastor Dave Preisinger, Confer-

ence Deacons Duane Keeler and myself, and, for the time being, Pastor Kim.  By the end of 

June, we should know which pastor will take over Pastor Kim's role within the Team. 

 

Some of the duties of the MITT include: serving as a resource during this transition process; 

providing   leadership to council, committees, organizations and activities; serving as liaison 

between synod staff and the congregation; and guiding the call committee through the call 

process.  Essentially, we aim to ensure that you, the congregation of St. Timothy's, will never 

feel alone.  We will be with you every step of the way.   

 

On March 12th, Duane and I attended the council meeting and introduced ourselves 

there.  We presented in greater detail the Covenant we (the MITT) are making with St. Timo-

thy's.  We learned about some of the ministries that are important to you as well as upcoming 

events.  Duane and I are both very excited to be a part of this Transition Team (having both 

served at St. Timothy's as Conference Deacons in the past) and are eager to get to know you 

and help make this process flow as smoothly as possible.   

           Samantha Rossi 

  ST. TIMOTHYõS  IN TRANSITIONST. TIMOTHYõS  IN TRANSITION  



Healing Service 
Crime Victims  

SUNDAY, MAY 15TH  from 4:30 to 7:30 PM  
 
Picking up the pieces after a crime and rebuilding new, unalterably changed but hopeful, lives takes healing. 

Victims of all faiths and their supportive family, friends, and  professionals are invited for prayer, whether the 

crime was reported or not.  

 

This event is sponsored by the Rensselaer County's Sexual Assault and Crime Victims'  Assistance Program, 

St. Timothy's Church and Healing A Woman's Soul, Inc., a ministry to victims of domestic violence. 

Samantha writes:  I am a member of First Lutheran Church in Albany which is, coincidentally, also going 

through a transition.  I have been a Conference Deacon for almost 10 years and I served with Duane on the 

Mission in Transition Team for Grace Lutheran Church in Niskayuna.  I have been inactive for a couple of 

years as a deacon, due to having a child.  The invitation to be a part of this team for THIS                         

congregation motivated me to re-activate, and for that I thank you. 

 

Duane writes:   I am blessed to be a member of Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran church in Stuyvesant Falls, 

which is part of the Northern Columbia County Cluster of churches.  Their support makes it possible for me 

to serve not just as a Conference Deacon, but in other roles over the years.  Pastor Jim Slater is my pastor, 

mentor, friend, and brother in Christ.  He inspires service to others through his own service to God.   

 

In the role of servant, I have been on various committees over the years, as well as church council.  I have 

served as a Conference Deacon for about twelve years and, like Samantha, attend ongoing Christian educa-

tion and training.  I have served as the Hudson Mohawk Conference Lay Male Representative on the synod         

council.  In that role, I have worked with several congregations at various points in their call process.  This 

both equipped me and stirred up a desire to assist congregations going through transition.   

 

It was my extreme honor and pleasure to serve the good folks of Grace Lutheran Church, in Niskayuna, on 

an MIT team.  Together with Pastor Chuck Schwartz and Deacon Samantha Rossi, we provided guidance, 

developed leadership, and worked with existing leaders to help them during their time of transition. I am 

married to Phyllis, and we have four childrenðtwo by birth, and two by informal adoption (mates of our 

biological children.)  We have four grandchildren, two boys and two girls.  I look forward to walking the 

path with  everyone at St. Timothyôs.                    

         Peace, Duane 

MEET OUR Mission in Transition Team (MITT) 



First Annual Spring 

OPEN MIKE AND COFFEE HOUSE  

Saturday May 7th, 7-10pm  

Come join your St. Timõs Family for an evening of fun and entertainment!  Jim Macris has 

put together an all-star show for this first Open Mike and Coffee House.  There will be light 

refreshments served.   

Admission is $3.00 per person, children 14 and under are free.  All proceeds will go to the 

FISH (Friends in Service to Him) Fund at St. Timothyõs and will be used in the community. 

If you have a talent you want to share or know someone who does,  contact Jim at              

coffeehousemc@aol.com.  Hope to see you there!    

 TAILGATE TAG SALE  

Itõs not too late to reserve a spot!   Come sell your treasures from your carõs tailgate or set up 

a table on the church lawn.  Anything you donõt sell you take back home.  Great visibility at 

the church and lots of traffic at the church for your treasures.  Cost is $20 per seller.   

There will also be a Bake Sale, Hot Dogs, Coffee, Soda and Fried DoughñYUM!  There will 

be live music by Switch Point.   Call Peg Farrell (283-3638) or Janet Malmstrom (286-3870) 

to make your reservation.  Come join the fun! 

Our spring work day is scheduled for Saturday, May 28 from 8 am until óclosingô. 

 Yes, this IS Memorial Day weekend, but with plenty of notice everyone should have enough time to       

reschedule those annoying early summer activities...like taking the boat out, opening the pool, hitting the golf 

course, first trip to the beach or firing up the BBQ éand spend the day doing what we all, really, deep down, 

WANT to do on the   nominal first day of summeré.pull weeds, wash windows, clean,  dust and   organize at 

St. Timothyôs !!  What an opportunity ! 

 Seriously, we hope EVERYONE will be able to stop by at least for a short time and 

tackle a couple of the traditional, spring chores around our church.  Many hands make for 

light workéand for an enjoyable time.  We have jobs for all ages and abilities.  No need to 

plan aheadéjust show up!  Any questionsé...call Bob Crowley at 283-7364. 

SPRING CLEAN UP - -AND OUT -  - DAY 2011 

mailto:coffeehousemc@aol.com


 

ST. TIMOTHYôS HAS ALWAYS LED THE WAY IN GIVING TO WORLD HUNGER!    

I CHALLENGE ST. TIMOTHYôS TO RAISE $3,000 DURING THE MONTH OF MAY  

TO BUILD ONE WELL!  I KNOW WE CAN DO IT!   

EVERY DOLLAR COUNTS!  ONE OR ONE HUNDRED!   

If you write a check for this special appeal. Please indicate ñWELLSò  so our Treasurer will 

know where to apply it.   The money for the wells will be brought to the Synod Assembly on 

June 5th.  If we collect a total of $39,000 from congregations at the Synod Assembly, the     

project will receive an additional $1000 (for a total of $3000) from Thrivent.    

Marilyn Dyer, Hunger and Justice Task Force Representative 

As your representative on the Task Force, I will be making presentations 

during worship in the month of May to bring to your attention the issue of 

clean water.  Access to water and to sanitation facilities is essential for all 

life.   More than 1.2  billion people  lack  access to safe water and every 

day 5,000 children die from preventable water-borne disease.  Lack of this basic necessity under-

mines the sustainability of other critical needs, including education, economic  development, nutrition, 

environmental health and gender equality.  Competition over scarce or poorly allocated water          

resources can lead to tension and insecurity.  Clean, safe water is a basic human right!   

 

The HUNGER AND JUSTICE TASK FORCE is challenging the congregations of the Upstate New 

York Synod to raise $45,000 to build fifteen wells where they are needed.  This is just slightly more 

than the $300 per congregation challenge of 2010 and only $2,000 more than the total raised last 

year.  

 

Where there is water, there is life.  But more than that, there is opportunity ðfor children to 

learn and grow up healthy, for families to lift themselves out of poverty, and for communities 

to thrive.  

When the poor and needy seek water, I will open rivers on the bare heights,  

and fountains in the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a pool of water,  

and the dry land springs of water.   ð  Isaiah 41: 17-18 



YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT Thoughts from... 

...Darlene Ward 

As part of the state budget cuts, we had to make 20 phone calls in one day to dedicated child advocacy or-

ganizations to deliver the news that their funding from us was severely reduced, some by as much as a half.  

While there was one agency director who became belligerent (there is always one, isnôt thereé), all the   

others were gracious and resilient:  over and over we heard the message: weôll get through this, weôll figure 

out some way to keep doing the good work we do.   

 

We had a Church Council meeting that evening, and it was wonderful to be able to turn the cares of the day 

over in prayer.  That meeting was our first with Duane Keeler and Samantha Rossi, our Lay Transition  

Leaders from the Synod, discussing the process of movement through the call process.   

 

There was resonance for me between the changes at work and the changes in pastoral leadership at St.  

Timothyôs, lessons on how to respond in the face of loss and uncertainty.  At our church, we could react like 

that one director did, ranting and raving about the situation we are in, looking for people to blame or to   

criticize, staying in a place of anger or anxiety.  Thatôs one option. 

 

Or we can focus on working together to get through to the other side.  The agency directors we called       

acknowledged their loss, knew their mission was still as important as ever, and began the process of        

creatively finding a way to move forward.  Since the day we gave them the tough news, they have regrouped, 

made changes where they needed to, and in some cases have already found new resources to maintain or 

even expand their efforts in the community. 

 

We canôt expect any less of ourselves here at St. Timothyôs.  Everyone in this congregation will have an    

important role in the transition process.   One of the things I cherish most about this church is how each    

personôs unique gifts are valued and put to good use.  Your time and talents may not allow participation in 

some of the more administrative or procedural parts of the transition process, which might be a better fit for 

some others.  You may be called instead to organize a fellowship event, weed the church gardens, bring a 

snack for coffee hour, work on Vacation Bible School, sing in the choiré.  The list is nearly endless. There 

is abundant opportunity for everyone to be part of helping us as a congregation continue to keep our church 

working and serving others.    

 

One more lesson from the budget calls that was striking:  There were many sweet directors who turned right 

around and said, ñAnd how are YOU doing?  It must be so difficult for you to make these calls.ò  In the   

middle of uncertainty, it always helps to reach out to others.  Thatôs why the last step in 12-Step programs is 

about service.  It is a way to not get stuck in our own emotions, or too focused on our own process, losing 

sight of othersô needs and our greater mission.  This is a wonderful time for us to reach out to the community 

to share Godôs love and grace with all and to renew our own fellowship efforts, maintaining our connections 

within our congregation.  Itôs a great time to just stop and ask one another, ñAnd how are YOU doing?ò 

 

ñDo not be interested only in your own life, but be interested in the lives of others.ò - Philippians 2:4 (NCV) 

 

David said unto him, 'I saw the Lord always before me,  

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken.ô        Acts 2:25 



NEWS  Parish Nurse  

Thanks for reading the 5 informational messages below and HAPPY SPRING!    L. Macris, FCN. 

Quote from 2010 ANNUAL REPORT OF CHERISH OUR CHILDREN  

ñThrough pressure from many state attorneys general and sexual violence prevention advocates, 

CRAIGSLIST decided to close its ñAdult Servicesò section of their websites in the United States.  After 

that, Cherish Our Children  and many other organizations signed on to a letter asking Craigslist to close 

the ñAdult Servicesò section of their international websites, recognizing that children all over the world 

were being sexually exploited through the use of Craigslistò 

 

ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THRIVENT?  

You can help support Cherish Our Children with your Thrivent Choice Dollars.  Eligible benefit    

members are given a certain number of Thrivent Choice Dollars, based on qualifying insurance premiums, 

contract values, and Thrivent volunteer leadership.  Members may direct Choice Dollars to Cherish Our 

Children. HOW?  VISIT www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-Thrivent (800-847-5838) and say, 

ñThrivent Choice.ò   Amy Hartman, COC Director, says, ñWe would like to encourage more people to  

support prevention through their Thrivent Choice Dollars 

THANK YOU TO ALL who contributed to Cherish Our Children for óMission of the Monthô celebrated in 

March of this year!   Because of you, St. Timothyôs was able to send $140 to Amy Hartman, National     

Director of Cherish Our Children. 

NEED A LITTLE HELP TO STAY IN YOUR OWN HOME AS YOU AGE? 

Check out the information on the parish nurse table on the UMBRELLA program! 

Help is only a phone call away for (non-medical) emergency 24 hours a day every day if you are a member 

of this program; for home repairs to snow blowing/lawn mowing to house cleaning, grocery shopping, 

transportation etc.  CALL 346-5249 OR GO TO  www.theumbrella.org 

This is from the first book based on brain research that backs up my teachings of the past 6-8 years:  

negative (toxic) thoughts effect our health and we can learn how to create lasting change, not temporary 

relief as the Western world has us doing:  ñ If you have been told that you are doomed to repeat the patterns 

in your family, that you are controlled by biology, that you cannot transcend the influence of your environment, 

then you have been lied to and need to hear the truth, even if you are consumed with toxic memories, even if 

you live in a  toxic environment that is discouraging, you can literally detoxify your thought life. You can break 

the chains that have been limiting your development into who God created you to be. Our brain is truly incredi-

ble; it can be re-shaped and re-formed,ò says the author of  Who Switched Off My Brain?  The writer, Dr. 

Caroline Leaf, also says ñSo itôs time to ask yourself: Are your thoughts toxic? Are you toxic?ò   And she adds 

to Ephesians 4:31 as follows: ñLet all bitterness and indignation and wrath (passion, rage, bad temper) and   

resentment (anger, animosity) and quarreling (brawling, clamor, contention) and slander (evil-speaking, abusive 

or blasphemous language) be banished from you, with all malice (spite, ill will, or baseness of any kind)ò  I en-

courage you all to get this book ï what great information she presents. 

http://www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice
http://www.theumbrella.org/


Pastoral ReflectionsPastoral Reflections  
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As I assume a new role as ñTransition Pastorò, I am reminded of Luke 24.  Jesus  

appears on the walk to Emmaus to some distraught disciples and reveals himself to 

them in the breaking of bread. They sprint the 7 miles back to Jerusalem; tell the  

others what happened and then Jesus appears in the locked room saying ñPeace be with you.ò  Christ reassures 

them that he is not a ghost by eating a meal with them and as he prepares to leave says:  ñéthe Messiah is to 

suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be pro-

claimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And see I am 

sending upon you what my Father promised (the Holy Spirit); so stay here in the city until you have been 

clothed with power from on high.ò 

 

St Timothyôs is Godôs church and God will provide.  Already, through the synod office two outstanding lay 

leaders have been assigned to walk with the congregation into the future.  You will be seeing Sam Rosi and 

Duane Keeler at our worship services and council meetings.  For the most part, I keep doing what Iôve been 

doing:  preaching, teaching, administering the sacraments and visiting.  Where you will more clearly see a dif-

ference is in meetings.  As transition pastor, I am not involved in direct planning future ministries; I will sup-

port your ideas and offer observations.  The choices belong to you; you discern where God is calling you as the 

people of God and what type of pastor will aid in achieving this. 

 

This isnôt scary news; Christ is with you just as he promised he would.  Already the Holy Spirit is clothing you 

from on high with the gifts from God.  There is work to be done, and God will make the path clear.  As the 

hymn ñBe Not Afraidò by John Michael Talbot says,  ñIf you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall 

not drown.  If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.  If you stand before the pow'r of hell 

and death is at your side, know that I am with you through it all. Be not afraid.  I go before you always. Come 

follow me, and I will give you rest.  

 

Donôt Panic, God is With You 

 

Pastor Kim 



Lutheran Summer Conference Silver Bay  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

These sites offer pictures, videos, conference updates and great memories for you to share with family, friends, 

and potential future attendees!!   Courses are listed there as well.  

 

LSC Website: http://lscsilverbay.googlepages.com/ 

LSC Blog: http://wordpress.com/tag/lutheran-summer-conference/ 

Facebook Page on http://www.facebook.com/LutheransummerconferneceatSilverBay 

 

 

Coming Highlights for the 2010 Conference: 

 

Chaplain David Parson will lead another wonderful week of Services!!  

Sunday night concert!! 

Town Hall Meeting with the Bishops! 

Sunday Worship, Vespers at Slim Point, Chapel and the Thursday Night Candlelight Service! 

5 wonderful classes will be taught each day by well known clergy and scholars! 

 

Recreation:  

Jazz Night Under the Stars in the Boathouse 

New and timeless tournaments for all ages 

"High Tea" in Gullen Lounge 

Live music in the Store 

"Theme Night" in the Dining Hall 

A sandcastle building contest 

A Time to Shine and The Best Ever Gustave Wedemeyer  
     Conference Show and much more!!! 

The Carnival will return better than ever! 

Dessert returns to the Inn Porch for fellowship and music on Saturday 

night to see old friends and welcome new LSC attendees!! 

Lutheran Softball Game! 
 

Silver Bay offers one of the most cost effective family vacations!! (rates on the website)  Create new memories 

in 2011 and beyond .   

An exciting opportunity awaits you this summer at the Lutheran Summer 

Conference on the shores of Lake George in the Adirondacks.   This   

conference is sponsored jointly by the Metro NY Synod and the   Upstate 

NY Synod.  The Planning Committee and LSC volunteers have worked 

tirelessly to prepare for 2011 and the growth of the conference. Below 

are a few highlights: 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qpcsgybab&et=1105219731029&s=166&e=001ws23ZBtZrLXdZP-qEOokB7kem3dkvNOyvx4O9s-CbRnqIJqIoI9xNTwMcIlpTwkx9sNnh87Wz1YQGuf_sVf7n7OOj4w-vw1pbaqNHVAFsLT-WlkKGr9vg9fGJZg7pcBH
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qpcsgybab&et=1105219731029&s=166&e=001ws23ZBtZrLUii6SPiV0uI_HKF0n3brbqrkWrbUDC-K9_Hv06AGjlFgqhlOe9_f5nRl3ak8JpRMhB8MUHMXO6fYtDC-j_07LAE1qsp0izPqOghGb6repRUeeWanTiuQ-4-Qry4bSU4P-dzvGJLCvahvUcdTc0HHov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=qpcsgybab&et=1105219731029&s=166&e=001ws23ZBtZrLWKtM4eiIrSv0TfNSZwMOcJaTXkIEhqYNkl4guesH3mF-Lg9aTMJnWB2V3-F0s3hooLuG--xohHX8LhXvNG5sXOMhg9Z_LyS_dh9ZNThf57KB_0U7xlXwivUj-6Xp2ybaePFJnVX3Z2cMf3DqCQWIZ9


Contact Information 

 

BILL BENJAMIN    

674-2235 

BOB CROWLEY    

283-7364 

   JON GETBEHEAD   

283-2502   

     CHARLIE HUFF       

371-4099 

KEN KISER  

326-8164 

       RAY LITTLEJOHN   

271-7025      

           WAYNE PALKA    

283-1043 

STEVE RADZYMINSKI  

286-9526 

    DAN WEIR        

283-6839 

MAY 8, 2011  KEN AND DAN 

MAY 15, 2011 WAYNE AND BILL  

MAY 22, 2011 RAY AND CHARLIE 

MAY 29, 1011  JON  AND STEVE 

JUNE  5, 2011 KEN AND DAN 

JUNE 12, 2011 WAYNE AND BILL  

JUNE 19, 2011 RAY AND CHARLIE 

JUNE 26, 2011 JON G. AND STEVE 

JULY 3, 2011 KEN AND DAN 

JULY 10, 2011  WAYNE AND BILL  

JULY 17, 2011 RAY AND CHARLIE 

JULY 24, 2011 JON G. AND STEVE 

JULY 31, 2011  KEN AND DAN 

AUGUST 7, 2011  WAYNE AND BILL  

AUGUST 14, 2011 RAY AND CHARLIE 

AUGUST 21, 2011 JON G. AND STEVE 

AUGUST 28, 2011 KEN AND DAN 

SEPT. 11, 2011                           RAY AND CHARLIE 

SEPT 18, 2011 JON G. AND STEVE 

Here is the mowing schedule for the summer.  The idea is that each team will be responsible to get the 

lawn ready for the Sunday assigned (that is, try and  mow a few days before the date listed). If you canôt 

make a date youôre scheduled for, make arrangements to switch with someone else on the list or give me a 

call. Let me know if there are any problems with the mower. Iôll take care of the trimming.  Thanks to eve-

ryone.   Bob C. 
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      Sunday                        Mowers 

THANKS GUYS! 


